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A legacy of leadership and service

Many of the United States' - and the world's - most respected men have been Masons.  A few of these accomplished individuals include:

Eight signers of the Declaration of Independence, eight signers of the Articles of Confederation, and 13 signers of the U.S. Constitution, including Benjamin Franklin and John Hancock
Astronauts: Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin, Wally Schirra, Gordon Cooper, Virgil Grissom

Authors and Poets: Robert Burns, Voltaire, Sir Walter Scott, Goethe,

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Mark Twain, Rudyard Kipling

Aviators: Charles Lindbergh, James H. Doolittle, Eddie Rickenbacker

Business Leaders: J.e. Penney, Henry Ford, Dave Thomas, John

Wanamaker

Composers: John Philip Sousa, George M. Cohen, Irving Berlin,

Wolfgang Mozart

Entertainers: Roy Rogers, Clark Gable, Oliver Hardy, John Wayne,

Eddie Cantor, AI Jolson, Arthur Godfrey, Red Skelton, Danny Thomas,

Burl Ives, Jonathan Winters, Duke Ellington, Michael Richards, Ernest

Borgnine

Explorers: Lewis and Clark, Commodore Perry, Admiral Byrd

Frontiersmen: Kit Carson, Buffalo Bill Cody, Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie

Military Leaders: The Duke of Wellington, Sir Winston Churchill,

Admiral John Paul Jones, Marquis de Lafayette, General Douglas

McArthur, Paul Revere, Simon Bolivar, Benito Juarez, Sam Houston,

Napoleon Bonaparte, Peter the Great

Presidents: George Washington and 13 others, including Theodore

Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and Gerald Ford
A legacy of philanthropy

Throughout the 150-year history of Masons in California; we have remained steadfast in our commitment to helping others and serving the community. We have volunteered hundreds of thousands of hours and donated millions of dollars to support a wide range of charitable programs. No charge is made for any of the services provided by the Masonic charitable organizations or programs.

The Masonic Homes of California provides a program of quality living, premier health care, and progressive services for Masons and

their wives or widows at two continuous-care retirement communities. Both the Masonic Home at Union City and the Masonic Home at Covina offer independent living, assisted living, and skilled nursing care, along with a variety of activities and services designed to help residents enjoy the best possible quality of life. An Alzheimer's unit at Union City provides specialized and compassionate care to dementia and Alzheimer's patients.
The Masonic Home at Covina operated one of the finest residential programs for children in the United States, providing homes for children who had been abandoned, abused, or neglected.  More than 1,800 children thrived in this caring environment.  Today the Masonic Home at Covina is home to about 80 residents who live in the 56 one-bedroom apartments designed for independent and assisted living. The apartments feature a full-size kitchen, generous closet space, individually controlled heating and cooling system, and a sheltered patio. The campus’ consists of 33 beautiful acres in the San Gabriel Valley, approximately 30 miles east of downtown Los Angeles.  Its scenic setting features wide expanses of lawn dotted with large native trees, characteristic of the beauty of Southern California. A also includes an outdoor pool, BBQ and outdoor patio seating, activity areas, and comfortable indoor and outdoor areas for small or large groups.
California Masons have a strong commitment to public education.  Each year, numerous Masonic scholarships are awarded to high school students planning to pursue a college education. The highly acclaimed Masonic Student Assistance Program (MSAP) prepares educators to identify at-risk students and help them positively redirect their lives.

The Kids ID program, a public service offered by many California lodges, provides free fingerprinting and photo identification for children of all ages.  Since the program began in 1998, parents of more than 200,000 California children have this vital information in case their child is ever missing or kidnapped.

Two Shriners Hospitals for Children in California provide specialized medical and rehabilitation services free of charge to children with problems of the spinal cord, bones, joints, and muscles.  Shriners Hospitals also treat children with severe burns and have pioneered many successful burn treatments now in use worldwide. No Masonic affiliation is required for treatment.

Thirteen Scottish Rite Language Disorder Centers located throughout

California provide diagnosis, therapy, and consultation for infants and children who suffer from aphasia, dyslexia, stuttering, and related learning or speech disorders. These services are provided at no charge, and no Masonic affiliation is required.

The York Rite Charities sponsor learning disability research, medical research on the causes of arteriosclerosis, and financial assistance for eye surgery.
How the fraternity began

  In the Middle Ages, the term "freemason" was awarded to highly skilled stonemasons who were hired as free agents to build castles and cathedrals in England and Scotland. Because of the inherent danger of their work, stonemasons formed local organizations, called lodges, to take care of sick and injured members as well as the widows and orphans of those who were killed on the job. Eventually, men who were not skilled stonemasons wanted to join the group for the many advantages it offered. These men were known as accepted masons rather than working masons. This is how the group began to shift from a craft guild to a fraternity.

  The first Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons was established in 1717 in London. In 1718, English Freemasonry spread to France and Spain, and after 1729, to India, Italy, Poland, and Sweden. Freemasonry spread to other parts of Europe and eventually made its way to the American colonies.  
In 1733, the first American lodge was established in Boston, under the authority of the Grand Lodge of England. The United States now boasts Grand Lodges in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
Masonry comes to California

Masonry has been an integral part of California for more than 150 years.  During the Gold Rush of 1849, thousands of settlers came to California in search of fortune. Many of these men had been Masons back East and brought with them the tradition of Masonry. Not surprisingly, some of California's first Masonic lodges were established in the mining towns of the Gold Country. In 1850 - the same year that California became a state - the

Grand Lodge of California was established in Sacramento.

  Within 10 years, the number of Masonic lodges had grown from 11 to 130, while membership soared from 258 to more than 5,000. Over the years, the Masons have played a key role in shaping the history of California. To date, 19 California governors have been Masons, and at least four California Masons have been elected to the U.S. Senate.  Today there are 80,000 members and about 350 lodges, making the Grand Lodge of California one of the largest in the world.
How the fraternity is organized

A Grand Lodge presides over one Masonic jurisdiction. Jurisdictions vary in size and composition. For example, there is a single Grand Lodge for the entire country of England, while there are Grand Lodges in each state of the United States. A Grand Lodge serves as the administrative center for a Masonic jurisdiction. It sets policies and procedures, ensures that rules and regulations are followed, charters new lodges, provides information and assistance to its constituent lodges, and serves many other purposes.

  Headquarters of the Grand Lodge of California is located in San Francisco, where an extensive library collection and museum are housed. A small professional staff handles the daily operations.

  The annual member meeting, called Annual Communication, is held here each October to conduct the business of the Grand Lodge. Legislation is proposed and voted on. Legislation that passes is adopted as part of the California Masonic Code, which is the governing document for the California jurisdiction. Grand Lodge officers are elected at each Annual Communication for a one-year term. The Grand Master, the top elected position, is the chief executive officer of the California jurisdiction.

Allied organizations

  A man first becomes a Mason at his local lodge. After he has been awarded the three degrees of Masonry, he may join any of the other allied Masonic organizations, each of which has a special social, educational, or philanthropic focus. The best known in the United States are the Shrine, Scottish Rite and York Rite.

  In California, any Master Mason may apply for membership in Shrine.  Founded in Manhattan in 1872 with a social emphasis, philanthropic work soon became a focused endeavor. In 1920, the Shriners Hospital network was established.

  The Scottish Rite and York Rite confer degrees from the 4th through the 32nd. Each organization also has a philanthropic project.

  In addition to the local lodges, California has four Research Lodges dedicated to promoting scholarly Masonic study and discussion.

  There are Masonic organizations that admit both men and women, offering couples the opportunity to share in the Masonic experience.  Eastern Star is the largest coed fraternal society in the world. Men who join must be Master Masons. To be eligible, a woman must be the wife, mother, sister, daughter, or granddaughter of a Master Mason.

  Youth groups include DeMolay International for young men, and Job's Daughters and Rainbow for Girls for young women. Members of the youth groups are not always required to have a family connection to Masonry, but they do enjoy Masonic sponsorship and assistance.
Frequently Asked Questions:
What is Masonry?

Masonry is the world's first and largest fraternal organization. It is based on the belief that each man can make a difference in the world. There are approximately 5 million Masons worldwide, including 2 million in the United States. The Grand Lodge of California has nearly 80,000 members and about 350 Masonic lodges statewide. Masons value and promote helping others, respecting others' opinions, and personal growth and development. Masons know there is more to life than pleasure and money.
How did Masonry get started?

Masonry dates back to the guilds of European stonemasons who built castles and cathedrals during the Middle Ages. Temporary buildings called lodges were built next to the cathedrals, and the masons used them to meet, receive their pay, plan their work, train new apprentices, and socialize. Since the work of stonemasons was inherently dangerous, the lodges were also used to care for the sick and injured members, as well as the widows and orphans of those who were killed on the job.
What's the difference between Freemasonry, Masonry, and Free & Accepted Masons?

All three terms refer to the fraternity. The word "free" was added to "mason" during the Middle Ages. Because stonemasons possessed knowledge and skills not found elsewhere, these men were free agents, permitted to travel from country to country. The word "accepted" also dates back to the Middle Ages. Men wanted to become freemasons to explore the many possibilities of the craft, but they were not necessarily builders. These men were considered accepted masons. This trend continued, and accepted members eventually outnumbered operative members. Today the term Masonry is more commonly used.
Is Masonry a secret organization?

Membership in Masonry is not a secret; all members are free to acknowledge their membership. There is no secret about any of Masonry's aims or principles. Masonry's constitutions and rules are available to the public, and meeting locations are clearly identifiable. Like many similar organizations, some of Masonry's internal affairs, such as ceremonies, grips, and passwords, are regarded as private matters for members only.
Is the eye-in-the-pyramid symbol on the reverse side of the seal of the United States a Masonic symbol?

This symbol, which also appears on the back of the dollar bill, is not a Masonic emblem. In 1776 a committee was formed to design a seal for the new nation. Benjamin Franklin was the only Mason on the committee of four men, and records show he did not propose any design element that was Masonic. Pierre du Simitiere, an artist and consultant on the committee, contributed several major design features that were included in the final design, including the "eye of providence in a triangle."  A similar use of the icon, which was called the all-seeing eye, was popularized in Masonic designs of the late 18th century, but had no official Masonic recognition until 1797.
Is Masonry a religion?

Masonry is not a religion, nor is it a substitute for religion. Masonry is open to men of all faiths. The fraternity requires its members to have a belief in a Supreme Being and to belong to an established religion, but the fraternity itself is not affiliated with any religion. In fact, Masons are prohibited from discussing religion at meetings.
Who is eligible for membership?

Membership is open to men age 18 or older who meet the qualifications and who believe in a Supreme Being. Masonry welcomes men of all ethnic backgrounds and religious beliefs.
How do I become a Mason?

One of Masonry's customs is not to solicit members; men must seek membership on their own. A prospective candidate must express interest in joining by contacting a Mason or a local lodge. A candidate will then be introduced to officers who will help him gain sponsors and give him an application for membership. Once the application has been submitted, a committee will meet with the candidate to answer questions and get to know him. The committee then reports to the lodge and votes on the candidate's membership.
What are degrees?

A degree is a stage, or level, of membership. As a man attains each level of membership, the lodge holds a ceremony to confer the degree. There are three levels of membership: Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. The names are taken from craft guilds. In the Middle Ages, when a person wanted to join a craft such as carpentry or stonemasonry, he was first apprenticed. As an apprentice, he learned the tools and skills of the trade.  When he had proved his skills, he became a "Fellow of the Craft," and when he had exceptional ability, he was known as a "Master of the Craft."
Are there dues or fees associated with being a Mason?

Typically, there is a fee for degrees of Masonry, as well as regular annual dues. Fees vary with each lodge because they are dependent on the number of members and the lodge's facilities.
What happens at a lodge meeting?

There are two kinds of meetings for members. The most common is a business meeting devoted to administrative procedures: minutes of the last meeting, discussing financial matters, voting on applications, and planning for lodge activities. The second kind of meeting is ceremonial, used for admitting new Masons and conferring degrees.
What is the significance of officers' titles?

Masonry came to America from England and many of the original English titles are still in use. These titles may sound archaic in today's society, but their meanings are simple. The Worshipful Master is the leader of the lodge, similar to the term President in other organizations. He is called Master for the same reason that the leader of the first violins in an orchestra is called the Concertmaster.  It's simply an older term for leader.  The Senior and Junior Wardens represent the First and Second Vice Presidents.
Why do Masons wear aprons?

Centuries ago, stonemasons wore leather aprons to carry their tools.  Today, the aprons are symbolic. Aprons are worn in the lodge, at certain public events, and at a member's funeral to demonstrate a Mason's pride in the fraternity.
Do Masons engage in politics?

Masonry does not endorse political candidates or legislation, and the discussion of politics at Masonic meetings is not allowed.
Why can't women join Masonry?

Masonry is a fraternity, a brotherhood. The essence of a fraternity is that it is for men, just as the essence of a sorority is that it is for women. There are several affiliated Masonic organizations for women only, as well as organizations for both men and women.
Masonic Values
Freemasonry is a fraternity based on the belief that each person has a responsibility to help make the world a better place.  Through personal development, philanthropy, and community service, the fraternity lets men associate with other men of honor and integrity who believe that honesty, compassion, love, trust and knowledge are important.  Masons believe in the importance of religion: men of all faiths are members of the organization.  Freemasonry celebrates ethnic diversity and welcomes men of all racial backgrounds.

As Masons we value and promote:

Ethics

Personal growth

Tolerance

Education

Diversity

Philanthropy

Family

Community
We believe that there’s more to life than pleasure and money.  We respect others’ opinions and strive to grow and develop as human beings.






